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Some testimonies don’t begin with success or strength. They 
begin with a single truth: If not for God, she would be dead.

By Lynnette Ransom, Bradenton, FL | www.facebook.com/lynnette.yafah.ransom | divinedaughter2023@gmail.com

As a small child, I was involved 
in a catastrophic automobile 
accident—one so severe that 
survival itself was in question. 
The impact caused massive 
internal injuries. Organs failed. 
Infection spread rapidly. Doc-
tors fought to keep me alive, 
yet warned the family that even 
if I lived, the outcome would 
likely be tragic and lifelong.
At one point, the prognosis 
was so bleak that my mother 
was told there was little hope. 
Machines sustained me. Sur-
geons worked tirelessly. My 
tiny body bore the evidence 
of trauma that no child should 
ever endure.
And still—I lived.
My mother later testified that 
while doctors did everything 
they could, it became clear 
that human effort alone was 
not enough. In a moment of 
total surrender, she placed me 
into God’s hands, believing 
that if her child lived, it would 
only be because God Himself 
intervened.
And He did.
Without medical explanation, 
organs began to recover. 
Bleeding stopped. Infection re-
versed. Treatments once con-
sidered unavoidable were dis-
continued. Therapies expected 
to last months were shortened 
dramatically. Doctors quietly 
acknowledged what science 
could not fully explain—this 
child should not have survived.
But God.
My mother declared then 
and never wavered until she 
passed: “God gave her back 
whole. If not for the Lord, she 
would have died. There is no 
other explanation.”
That miracle was not just 
about survival—it was about 
purpose.
Years later, after enduring 
abuse, betrayal, grief, rejec-
tion, and homelessness, that 
same hand of God proved 
it had never left my life.
In July of 2023, I fled Chicago 
following an abusive relation-
ship. Broken and depleted, 
I returned to Ohio seeking 
refuge, only to encounter fur-
ther betrayal, the deep pain of 
losing my brother, and over-
whelming shame from having 
to depend on others to survive.
By September 2024, the Lord 
instructed me to move to Flor-
ida, a place tied to past pain I

never intended to revisit. I resist-
ed, delayed, and attempted to go 
my own way. But God’s call did 
not change.
Eventually, obedience required 
everything.
With nowhere to go, I packed 
what I could into my van and 
lived there for three months. 
What looked like homelessness 
became holy ground. I sat in 
God’s presence, listened, and 
healed.
During that season, God led me 
to Love Works Again Bookstore, 
where divine connections were 
already waiting. Michael and 
Wende—destiny helpers—be-
came instruments of God’s pro-
vision. Shortly afterward, a wom-
an who did not know me opened 
her home, giving me shelter, 
safety, and space to recover.
At about the same time God 
provided shelter, He provided 
employment—leading me back 
to an AutoZone I had managed 
years earlier. Stability was re-
stored, but more importantly, 
identity and hope were regained.
God also surrounded me with 
a spiritual family—brothers and 
sisters who prayed, prophesied, 
encouraged, and walked with 
me without judgment. Through 
their prayers and God’s mercy, 
I healed from wounds once be-
lieved to be permanent.
By November, I paid for the first 
home I could truly call my own.
Then came another turning 
point.
In January, at the Epic Catalyst 
conference in Orlando, hosted 
by Apostle Axel Sippach, a pro-
phetic word reignited the fire of 
destiny within me. Even now, in 
early 2026, I am watching those 
words come to pass—entering 
a season of transition, prepara-
tion, and divine acceleration.
Almost a year ago, while living 
in my van, I had encountered 
Prophet Matt Kim during a pro-
phetic school. After reading 
my testimony, he felt led by the 
Lord to personally help guide 
me through that difficult season. 
This divine connection marked a 
shift in my life.
Once painfully shy, I now carry a 
bold fire to proclaim the gospel.
Looking back, the pattern is un-
mistakable.
God saved my life.
God preserved my future.
God had His hand on me then— 
and He still has His hand on me 
now.

My testimony stands as a dec-
laration of the power of God to 
all who read it:
If not for God, I would be dead. 
But God saved me—for His glo-
ry.
And that same God is not fin-
ished yet.
“The best is yet to come.”
Jer 29:11 For I know the 
thoughts that I think toward 
you, saith the LORD, thoughts 
of peace, and not of evil, to give 
you an expected end.
Lynnette Ransom

    HE'SHE'S
ALIVE!ALIVE!

"I  am  He  that  liveth,  and  was 
 dead;  and,  behold,  I  am  alive  
forevermore,  Amen."  -Rev.  1:18
          www.HesAliveNews.org

Hello February!Hello February!

When I was living in my van.

Jan. 25, 2026

Feb.4, 2026

From Death’s Door to Divine Destiny: 
A Life Kept by the Hand of God

Charles Kennedy, 
born February 1928 
98th Birthday! It’s time to 
celebrate!

Born and raised in Fayetteville, 
Tennessee 
Married and settled in the Heart 
of Dixie.

Pharmacist and father of four, 
Grandfather, Great-Grandfa-
ther, oh yes, there’s more!

Man of great faith, wisdom and 
understanding
A heart of service, dedication

                 and ever so loving!                  

         Everyone who  knows 
him loves him  
He is that rare pearl – a price-
less gem!

Today we celebrate our Fa-
ther and Friend 
Celebrating a life that’s no 
where near end!

Raising up the banner of the 
LORD, rejoicing, proclaiming 
Psalm 91
God’s continued glory over 
Charles, His anointed one!



                The SpiritThe Spirit Of  Truth: Of  Truth: HE’S ALIVEHE’S ALIVE
Christian News & ViewsChristian News & Views

Many Christians and 
non-Christians have a 
tendency to look back 
on the former things. 
But in this New Year, we 
believe God is calling, 
equipping, and anointing 
us for something new. 
Something better! I’m 
excited, and I pray you 
are too!
Enclosed with our new 
ordination certificates for 
this year was a little card 
encouraging us to “move 
forward.” God doesn’t 
just suggest this: He tells 
us to do it! I’m so glad to 
hear His voice and His di-
rections in the Bible. Oth-
erwise, everything would 
be very confusing for us. 
When God speaks, we 
need to listen!
Isa.43:18-19. “Do not 
remember the former 
things, nor consider the 
things of old. Behold: I 
will do a new thing.”
Memories are not some-
thing which we can 
erase.

Things from our past 
make us who we are to-
day. But I’m talking about 
past negative memories 
of things before we came 
to know Jesus Christ as 
Savior. We cannot really 
change history. We can 
only strive to make im-
provements and not re-
peat past mistakes.
My daughter, my sister, 
and I talk about our child-
hoods. My daughter is 
curious to know about my 
family, but I don’t speak 
about the negative things 
in our past.  How many of 
us really know about our 
parents’ private lives?
Now, I do share as a testi-
mony some of my past if I 
think it will help someone 
to not make the mistakes 
I made. We should do 
that with our children.
Genesis 19:26. “But his 
wife looked back behind 
him and she became a 
pillar of salt.” Here is an 
illustration of someone 
looking back, steadily,  

wistfully, and with desire 
for the things which God 
removed from her life.
In Genesis 18:1 The 
Lord God visited Abra-
ham with two angels and 
began to tell him what 
He was going to do in 
Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Abraham began to inter-
cede for his nephew, Lot, 
who lived with his wife in 
Sodom.  The two angels 
took Lot, his wife, and his 
daughters by their hands 
and rushed them out of 
the city. God demanded 
of them a total abandon-
ment in heart and will of 
the condemned cities 
and all the stuff they left 
behind. As the angels 
hastened Lot, likewise 
the Holy Spirit is hasten-
ing the modern Church 
as it regards the Rapture.
Genesis 19:22. God said 
to “Make haste, escape 
quickly, for I cannot do 
anything until you come 
out of Sodom.” This typ-
ifies the coming Rapture,

and the judgment of God 
which is coming upon 
this world…in fact, can-
not come until the Believ-
ers are removed.
Lot’s wife disobeyed the 
Word of the Lord. Her 
heart was in Sodom, her 
soul was in Sodom as 
well, and regrettably and 
sadly is now in hell, ac-
cording to what the Word 
of God states about un-
believers and the disobe-
dient.
We have to hear God 
and obey Him. Before 
I became a Believer, I 
tried to build a career as 
a vocalist in some world-
ly bands with worldly 
musicians. It was my ulti-
mate goal to press into a 
position which I thought 
was the very best thing, 
regardless of my mar-
riage. I didn’t know God 
personally; I only knew 
about Him. I thought He 
was a harsh, unfair God. 
Going to the Mennonite...
Continued to Page: 4
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By  Rev. Madeline  Montez  Duffany

 Get your  copy now.
Contact:  Georgia Yost 

gjyost65@gmail.com | Or Amazon.com

 
Moving Forward to 
Triumphal Victory

www.facebook/madeline.duffany

           FULL GOSPEL BUSINESS MEN’S FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL USA
                                                                          All Are Welcome - Men and Women, We Invite YOU!                                       All Are Welcome - Men and Women, We Invite YOU!

                                                                Every 1st Saturday of every monthEvery 1st Saturday of every month                                                          

 Breakfast 9AM Meeting begins at 9:30AM  | Location: Der Dutchman 
Restaurant 3713 Bahia Vista St., Sarasota, FL 34232 

Note: Breakfast $15 (includes all you can eat buffet, coffee, tea, or water) 
Please pay at the meeting cash or check. 

For more information, Please Contact: Ron Bauza 941-545-4062
“His Banner 
Over Us 
Is Love”  

   www.fgbmfiusa.life | Youtube Chan: Ron Bauza www.youtube.com/@fullgospelusa
    www.facebook.com/fgbmfisarasota | www.facebook.com/ron.bauza               

Chapter FL-305 (Since 1965) Sarasota, FL

      scan: →

BeachReach 
Bradenton Beach, FL.
Contact us for details.

A Simple Way to 
Fund the Gospel: 

Life Insurance with 
an Eternal Impact

www.wefundthegospel.org

Bradenton Aglow Lighthouse
Invites you to come and join us every 

2nd Saturday of every month!

Temporary Location:
LOVE WORKS AGAIN

CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORE
6387 Manatee Ave. West

Bradenton,  FL 34209

For more info, call or text:
President Wende Thompson: 941-720-2187



PAGE 3 | FEBRUARY 2026 • Vol. 13,  No. 02    12TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY          FREE!

FIREEEE ….
For the purging, purify-
ing, and perfecting of the 
church, and the infilling of 
Holy Zeal.
So that it will truly, Christ 
in and through you, man-
ifest His Glory...All to the 
Glory of God, and not 
your flesh.
Are you ready for the 
Baptism of Fire, so that 
the greater glory can 
be manifested in and 
through your life?
There's a Clarion call to 
the body at the beginning 
of this New Year for all 
those who hear the call 
for prayer and fasting 
and seeking the Lord's 
face with everything that 
is inside of you, with gen-
uine hunger and thirst. 
You will then come forth 
shining in the true image 
and likeness of Christ, as 
He shines through you, 
unhindered by the flesh 
(your mind, will, and emo-
tions)
The trumpet is still blow-
ing, my friend, even into 
the new year, for all who 
hear what the Spirit is 
saying to the churches.
 It is blowing for conse-
crating oneself to the 
Lord, bringing sanctifica-
tion, rededication, and 
crucifying the carnal na-
ture. After a time of con-
secration and dedication 
to the Lord, you will be 
able to say, “It is not I who 
lives, but Christ who lives 
in and through me!
Hearing from Holy Spirit, 
going Deeper still with the 
Holy Spirit is of most im-
portance.
We need to soak and sat-
urate in Him and come to 
know Him and go deeper 
still!
He is God in your life, and 
we are to submit every 

decision, every thought, 
motive, and deed, to His 
holy will and calling.
Separating and setting 
oneself apart to be a 
vessel fit for use for the 
Kingdom of God is of 
most importance.
Rightly dividing the 
Word of Truth, Jesus 
Himself told His follow-
ers that He was the one 
coming that would bap-
tize them with the Holy 
Spirit and with FIRE.
These are the days 
when He is taking all 
those who are hungry 
and thirsty for Him, He 
is taking us deeper and 
higher in Him, and tak-
ing us all the way behind 
the veil. He is ready to 
take His remnant from 
glory to glory!
These are the days of 
the BAPTISM OF FIREEEE!
For the purging, purify-
ing, and perfecting of 
the church, and the in-
filling of Holy Zeal.
So that it will truly, Christ 
in and through you, 
manifest His Glory...All 
to the Glory of God, and 
not your flesh.
Are you ready for the 
Baptism of Fire, so that 
the greater glory can 
be manifested in and 
through your life? He 
is coming for a bride 
without spot, wrinkle, or 
blemish, a pure bride, 
one that has answered 
the holy calling upon 
their lives, and shines 
forth the image and like-
ness of Himself.
There's a Clarion call to 
the body of Christ at the 
beginning of this New 
Year for all those who 
will hear the call.
 We need to commit daily 
to PRAYER AND FASTING 
for Consecrating  one-

self to the Lord, sanc-
tification, rededication 
and crucifying the carnal 
nature, not out of a reli-
gious duty, but out of a 
sincere love for our Lord 
and Savior, soon coming 
King and Bridegroom, 
Jesus Christ, for all He 
has predestined us and 
called us to walk in even 
before the foundation of 
the world.
Jesus said Himself in the 
book of John chapter 17 
verse 21- That they may 
all be one, just as You 
Father, are in Me and I in 
You, that they may also 
be one in Us, so that the 
world may believe and 
know that You have sent 
Me, so that they may be 
one even as we are one. 
Verse 23- I in them and 
You in Me, in order that 
they may become one 
and perfectly united, that 
the world may know and 
definitely recognize that 
You have sent Me, and 
You have loved them, 
even as You have loved 
Me. 
My friend, when we make 
it our holy calling and pri 
ority to sit at His feet dai-
ly and seek His face, we 
will come to know and 
experience the fullness 
of those scriptures, and 
others like them.
Hearing from Holy Spirit 
is of utmost importance, 
going deeper still with 
the Holy Spirit. Soaking 
in the stillness of His 
Presence and saturat-
ing ourselves in Him to 
know Him, making Him a 
priority in our lives above 
all else.
Separating and setting 
oneself apart to be a ves-
sel fit for use in thought, 
word, and deed for the 
Kingdom of God...

THE KINGDOM OF THE KINGDOM OF 
GOD WITHIN YOUGOD WITHIN YOU

By Sarah Jansson | Apostolic/Prophetic Ministry 
Heart of Mercy Ministries | www.heartofmercy.net 

HEART OF MERCY TRAINING CENTERHEART OF MERCY TRAINING CENTER
Pastor Sarah Jansson | 941 763-2244 | sarah_jansson@hotmail.com

Encouraging, Equipping, Empowering, Releasing the Saints into the full calling 
and vision of God.  Potluck Lunch, Worship, Prayer, Sharing, Prophetic Teach-
ings, Special Speakers, Networking and more. All as the Holy Spirit Leads. 
Every 2nd Saturday of each month, 1 P.M.

CENTER OF HOPE NEIGHBORHOOD CHURCH, FELLOWSHIP HALL 
2395 Shamrock Drive, Venice Fl. 34293

sarah_jansson@hotmail.com | Donate to Heart 
of Mercy: www.paypal.com/paypalme/HMercy  

SIDE YOU
-GOD'S KINGDOM WITH-
IN YOU IS DIVINITY WITH-
IN HUMANITY ‘TO POUR 
FROM WITHIN YOU
GIVE BIRTH TO YOUR DES-
TINY, YIELD TO THE GLORY 
THAT LIVES WITHIN YOU 
THAT WAS CONCEIVED 
WITHIN YOU BY THE HOLY 
SPIRIT. WITH ALL THE 
BLESSINGS AND DESIRES 
OF GOD'S HEART FOR YOU
YOU HAVE THE KEYS TO 
THE KINGDOM INSIDE OF 
YOU 
-WHO IS CHRIST THAT 
LIVES WITHIN YOU? GOD'S 
KINGDOM WITHIN YOU, 
WHAT DO YOU SEE?
DECLARE AND DECREE 
THE REHEMA WORD THAT 
LIVES WITHIN YOU, WITH 
PROPHETIC POWER!
-WHAT IS THE KINGDOM 
PURPOSE IN YOUR LIFE? 
WHY ARE YOU HERE?
-OUT OF YOUR BELLY 
SHALL FLOW RIVERS OF 
LIVING WATER, THE WORD 
OF GOD SAYS
1-WATERS OF HIS PRES-
ENCE, POWER, HIS FIRE, 
AND GLORY!
2-WATERS OF HEALING
3-WATERS OF DELIVER-
ANCE
4-WATERS OF RESTO-
RATION
5- YOUR TESTIMONY, AND 
THE ACCOMPLISHMENT 
OF YOUR VICTORIES IN 
CHRIST
He is taking us higher, 
and deeper this coming 
year to do exceedingly 
abundantly beyond…..
Look within you where 
the Holy Spirit lives, not 
to others or just up.
His Anointing lives in-
side of you to teach you 
all things, helping you to 
surrender to a genuine, 
in-depth heart work, that 
is the anointing we need 
to bring forth as we min-
ister to others.

Holy Spirit contains ALL 
of heaven in Him. Holy 
Spirit wants to be your 
best friend! (Psalms 27) 
Seek the depths of His 
Presence within you and 
pour out from the Rhema 
of God’s Word to others.  
Surrender and Yield to 
His GLORY 24/7 Learn-
ing to yield and surren-
der to go deeper in the 
Holy Spirit within us.
Out of your belly shall 
flow rivers of living wa-
ter, to receive Revela-
tion Knowledge of the 
secrets and mysteries 
of the Kingdom, the 
KNOWLEDGE OF HIS WILL 
IN ALL SPIRITUAL WISDOM 
AND UNDERSTANDING
(Get rid of the me, my-
self, and I’s and your 
good ideas- for all Christ 
is in me) Get back to wet 
wood on the altar with a 
heart of genuine repen-
tance, self-examination, 
with no excuses. The 
journey to the fulfillment 
of your calling and vision 
starts on your KNEES.  
Only what is inside of 
you can you impart to 
others, to manifest the 
fullness of His Kingdom 
within you to others
People need to experi-
ence HIS POWER, THE 
PRESENCE, AND THE 
GLORY – through your 
life, and that will change 
theirs.
Many Blessings,
Sarah Jansson
G.C.M.A. S.W. FL Regional 
Coordinator for: South-
west Florida Chapter of 
GCMA and Vice Presi-
dent of Heart of Mercy 
Ministries, an Apostol-
ic/ Prophetic Ministry 
(Equipping the Saints 
for the work of the minis-
tries) - on the full counsel 
of God's Word-

JESUS SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, “ I AM SENDING 
YOU ANOTHER COMFORTER, WHO WILL BAPTIZE 

YOU WITH THE HOLY GHOST AND FIREEEE!

We need to divide the 
Word of Truth. So many 
changes need to be 
made.
 --Psalms 51- Create 
in me a clean heart, oh 
God, and renew a right 
spirit within me.
--- Col.1- That I be filled 
with the full, deep, and 
clear knowledge of His 
will, in all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding. That 
I would walk in a man-
ner worthy of Him, pleas-
ing Him, and desiring to 
please Him in all things. 
Bearing fruit in every 
good work, increasing in 
the knowledge of God.
---Decreeing what Je-
sus said: Not my will, Oh 
Lord, but thy will be done 
in my life.
Ephesians chapter 3 
verse 19-21. That this 
year, I will be(manifest) 
as a body wholly filled 
and flooded with You God 
yourself, having the rich-
est measure of Your di-
vine presence, filled unto 
overflowing unto all the 
fullness of You God
(THEN EVERYTHING ELSE 
MY FRIEND WILL FALL INTO 
THE PROPER PLACE) ....
 - THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
WITHIN YOU
-BE A GLORY CARRIER, 
AND RELEASE HIS VIRTUE 
WHEREVER HE SENDS 
YOU
-RELEASE GOD'S RESUR-
RECTION LIFE FROM WITH-
IN YOUR SPIRIT
-YOU HAVE RECEIVED 
THE RIGHT OF SONSHIP 
AND HEAVENS DOMINION 
AUTHORITY… IT IS YOUR 
HEAVENLY RIGHT TO 
KNOW YOUR IDENTITY
YOU ARE EMPOWERED 
BY HIS SPIRIT WITHIN 
YOU. YOU ARE A WALKING 
REPRESENTATION OF ALL 
THAT GOD HAS LIVING IN-
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Good- Lamentations 
3:25-26(NLT)
” The Lord is wonderfully 
good to those who wait 
for him and seek him. So, 
it is good to wait quiet-
ly for salvation from the 
Lord.” 
Abba Father, how won-
derfully good you are to 
me. I quiet my heart and 
wait in your presence. 
Every heavy weight I lay

aside and only you, do I 
seek. 
Give me Jesus when I 
rise! In the stillness, you 
fight my battles. Salva-
tion is of the Lord. 
How wonderfully good is 
the goodness of God! I 
choose to wait quietly as I 
overcome by the blood of 
the Lamb and the name 
of Jesus! Wonderful is 
Jesus to me! 

Beloved, lay aside all 
your anxious thoughts 
about your life. Center on 
how wonderfully Good 
God is to you, his pre-
cious child. Quietly wait! 
Trust in him with all your 
heart. 
See how good it is to 
seek him who alone is 
salvation! 
In Jesus name, Good. In 
Jesus name I live.

It says in 1 Timothy 6:12 
(NKJV) Fight the good 
fight of faith, lay hold on 
eternal life, to which you 
were also called and 
have confessed the good 
confession in the pres-
ence of many witnesses.
Paul is telling Timothy, 
his spiritual son, do not 
respond like the world 
does, by fighting an ugly 
fight with name calling, 
screaming, hollering, 
slapping, punching, or 
brawling.  Or fight a dirty 
fight, hitting below the 
belt, eye-gouging, biting, 
headbutting, kicking the 
person while they are 
down, or even backstab-
bing.
Paul is telling Timothy, 
and us, believers, we 
will be in a fight the rest 
of our lives, to keep our 
never-ending loyalty to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
keep what we have, be-
cause of Him, like faith, 
salvation, joy, healing, 
and eternal life.  While 
taking on the enemies of 
the Gospel.  
That is what the devil is 
trying to rob us of by try-
ing to convince us that 
we do not have what we 
already have.  Remem-
ber, he is known as the 
father of lies.  
He is a fallen angel; his 
power is not the same as 
it was in Heaven.  All he 
can do is deceive, and 
the only way the devil 
can have anything that 
belongs to us is if we 
wave the white flag of 
surrender and hand ev-
erything over to him.  
So, like Timothy, we are 
in a fight, holding on to 
everlasting life, to stand 
firm in the faith, not let-
ting anything move us, 
no matter what, or where

we might be. 
Ephesians 6:10-13(KJV) 
Finally, my brethren, be 
strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might.
11 Put on the whole ar-
mour of God, that ye 
may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the 
devil.
For some reason, a car-
toon character came to 
mind when I read the 
wiles of the devil…Wile E 
Coyote.  I wonder if that 
is how he got his name.  
Since he is always up to 
some kind of scheme to 
trap Bugs Bunny or the 
Road Runner.  Besides 
that, coyotes are known 
for not giving up.
That is what the dev-
il does also.  Wear you 
down, so you will fight 
dirty and ugly, so that 
you will not spread the 
good news of the Gos-
pel, and let go of your 
everlasting life.  But we 
have to remember.
12 For we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, 
but against principal-
ities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wicked-
ness in high places.
13 Wherefore take unto 
you the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able 
to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, 
to stand.
We have God’s armour, 
which has seven perfect 
pieces: the belt of truth, 
the breastplate of righ-
teousness, the shoes of 
peace, the shield of faith, 
the helmet of salvation, 
and our offensive weap-
on, the sword of the Spir-
it, which is the Word of 
God, our dagger in close 
personal combat.  Then, 

From Page 2 ...Church 
with my Mom, all I saw 
and heard was how 
sinful everything was: 
cutting your hair, wear-
ing shorts, listening to 
country and western mu-
sic. Lots of rules which I 
couldn’t measure up to. 
I’ve had to work through 
the idea that I am not 
“good enough”, which is 
a lie from the devil. You 
have to just shut up the 
devil and not speak neg-
ative words about other 
people or yourself.
When I received Jesus 
Christ into my heart, ev-
erything changed. I told 
Him, “If you heal my

throat (I was always hav-
ing trouble with it) and 
voice, I will never sing 
worldly songs, but only 
worship songs for You.” 
Do you want to hear 
something else about 
me? I found it more of a 
battle to sing in churches 
than in the world! There 
was always some road-
block preventing this. 
We all have to mature in 
Christ, and we all have a 
gift. But it is not your only 
gift. For years, I thought 
that all I knew to do was 
to sing. But over the past 
30+ years, I have been 
writing articles for news-
papers and teaching on-
line or in church with my 
husband when we have 
the opportunity. I enjoy 
being a wife, mother, and 
homemaker, gardening, 
cooking, shopping for 
groceries… God showed 
me it’s my highest call-
ing.
I want to speak to new

Believers. Don’t spend 
all your efforts and time 
pushing, striving, and 
kicking yourself into a 
position in some church. 
Stop looking back on all 
your former accomplish-
ments.
Isaiah 43:13. “Behold, I 
will do a new thing. Now 
it shall spring forth. Shall 
you not know it? I will 
even make a road in the 
wilderness and rivers in 
the desert.”
Phil.3:13-14. “Brethren, 
I do not count myself to 
have apprehended (un-
derstand or perceive); 
but one thing I do: forget-
ting those things which 
are behind and reaching 
forward to those things 
which are ahead, I press 
toward the goal of the 
prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus.”
This is God's Word  
The Spirit of Truth
Pastor Madeline Montez 
Duffany

A UNIQUE MINISTRY SCHOOL IN BRADENTON
If you are looking for a way to go deeper with Jesus, take your leadership to 
the next level, or are simply looking for a great gap year experience, take a 
look at Kingdom School of Revival based in Bradenton, Florida. We believe 
Jesus is doing something really unique, powerful, and beautiful through this 
school. There is both a calling and passion with the school overseers to raise 
up healthy leaders who overflow in the authentic and powerful love of Jesus 
to bring His Kingdom influence to every area of society. Kingdom School 
Director Benjamin Houghton writes, "We believe there are no limits to the 
measure by whhich a life can be transformed in the hands of Jesus, and 
no limits to what Jesus can do through a life fully laid down. We are greatly 
honored to serve those who Jesus calls to Kingdom School of Revival and 
we have very high beliefs about where Jesus is taking them"

praying always and re-
questing in the Spirit, which 
is our spear. It is saying to 
the devil, Ha, that person 
who tried to get me mad.  I 
am praying for them to be 
blessed.  That person who 
is rude, I am praying for a 
soft heart.  Those family 
members that need salva-
tion, I am praying for them 
too. It also helps activate 
our Amour of God by giving 
us confidence knowing we 
have the victory! 
But there are times when 
we are not only fighting 
against the spiritual wick-
edness, but we are also 
fighting against ourselves, 
our own flesh and blood.  
It seems like we just can-
not pray in the Spirit, and 
struggle to keep the helmet 
of salvation on, let alone 
keep it on tight.   There are 
a million excuses we could 
use to stay at home and sit 
on the couch.  But is that 
fighting the good fight of 
faith, holding eternal life, no 
matter where we need to be 
or go, professing the good 
news of the Gospel?  
No, Romans 13:14 says 
(NKJV) But put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to 
fulfill its lusts.
Sometimes, we have to 
make a stand against our-
selves and fight the good 
fight of faith.  We need to 
open up the Bible and start 
reading it. John called Je-
sus, the Word that was 
made flesh.  Who was with 
God, and who was God.  
What an opportunity to 
learn from God, by going to 
His Word, His Son, renew-
ing our thoughts, instead 
of allowing the devil to use 
trickery against ourselves, 
by spending time thinking 
about our own earthly....
Continued to Page:5

FIGHT 
THE GOOD 

FIGHT

Good
Worship with Sharilee, 
Prophetic Devotionals

| By Sharilee Rudolph 
| fruitful4him@outlook.com  -By Rhonda Jackson

Moving 
Forward to 
Triumphal 

Victory

Lamentations 3:25-26

HOPE INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES
“Living the Word at the speed of Life!”

  
 5425 39th St.E.  (70 to Post Office then S. 1 Block) Bradenton, FL 34203

Ron Kutinsky  941-806-7550  |  Donna Kutinsky 941-685-7323
Facebook.com/ron.kutinsky | Facebook.com/donnakutinsky

www.moreofHim.org | mail@moreofHim.org
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When I was in 12th 
class, I had so many 
bad habits. I was addict-
ed to watching movies 
and bunking classes; I 
would sit in the cinema 
hall, watching a movie 
5-6 times, unable to con-
centrate on studies but 
daydreaming, living in a 
fantasy world.
But all these brought 
suffering in studies; I 
failed the model exam 
in 2 subjects, chemistry 
and math. I got 15/100 
and 17/100 in these sub-
jects. My school princi-
pal called my parents 
and me and told us I was 
going to fail and spoil 
our school's results. In 
just 15 days, the CBSE 
board exam was sched-
uled. I was shocked. 
My parents told me you 
have to pass anyway. I 
thought, how can I pass 
chemistry, a whole thick 
chemistry book I had 
never read, and I had not 
studied math properly. I 
am weak. I was troubled, 
frustrated, wrecked.
Thoughts came to mind: 
Who can help me? No 
actor, no actress, no 
money, no friends can 
help me; I was des-
perate. I even started 
to think about running 
away from home; I was 
broken-hearted.  One 
day I was sitting worried, 
desperate, suddenly, in 
the morning around 11-
12 am, a postman came, 
he brought a magazine, I 
opened it and saw it was 
“Jesus calls" magazine, 
having a picture of Jesus 
blessing a student writ-
ing his exam, and below 
was written “The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom. Proverbs 1:7. 
I was drawn to the pic-
ture of Jesus blessing a 
student and to this verse.
I read inside, Bro DGS 
Dinakaran’s testimony 
was given, how he was 
running towards the 
railway track to commit

suicide after failing BSC 
twice.  On his way, his 
uncle met him and told 
him about the love of 
Christ shown on the 
cross, how he suffered 
there, how he took all 
our sorrows, pain, and 
suffering upon himself, 
and how he loved us. 
Jesus can help us in any 
situation.
How Bro DGS Dhina-
karan came home, cried 
to Jesus for 4 hours, and 
invited Jesus into his 
heart. Then he started 
studying, asking Jesus to 
sit beside him and teach 
him all the lessons. He 
even kept a chair, he for 
Him.  He began to feel 
his presence, and one of 
the testimonies he had 
mentioned touched my 
heart.  He was having a 
physics practical. There 
were 15 practical’s he 
had only one day's gap, 
he asked lord I can’t pre-
pare in one day all 15, 
you please tell me which 
practical I should study. 
He heard the sweet voice 
of Jesus, “son study this 
particular practical,” and 
thank God when he went 
for the exam, the same 
practical came.
I was thrilled! Hope was 
born in my heart that 
oh, Jesus can help me. 
I got down on my knees 
and prayed to Jesus, 
"Please come into my 
heart, please forgive my 
sins, wash me with your 
blood, please help me, in 
Jesus name, amen.”
After the prayer, hope 
was born in my heart; all 

depression, frustration, 
and worry left for good. I 
wrote to Bro DGS Dhina-
karan to pray for an exam. 
He sent me a prayer for 
students. I read it every 
day before studying. I was 
greatly blessed. Jesus 
miraculously helped me 
pass with a 71% mark.
Praise the Lord! Jesus 
gave me experiences like 
Bro DGS Dhinakaran, 
thanks to him!
An amazing fact is that my 
family was not subscrib-
ers to “Jesus calls" mag-
azine at that time. When 
the postman brought it, 
he delivered it to a person 
who had moved to anoth-
er place. Thanks, Jesus, 
except Jesus had brought 
“Jesus calls“ maga-
zine that day, except Bro 
DGS Dhinakaran would 
have shown a picture of 
Jesus blessing a student 
with Proverbs 1:7 written 
and his testimony, I would 
have been nowhere, now 
Jesus blessed me with 
many degrees B.E (Elec-
tronics), M.B.A (Marketing 
& Finance), C-DAC, Ph. D 
All with First Division.
I worked in the Gulf.
With love & prayers
Rev. Dr Samuel Massey
My testimony, given for 
Jesus' Glory and for the 
Blessing of Students and 
Parents, on YouTube.
Thy testimonies also are 
my delight and my coun-
selors.  Psalms 119:24
Thy testimonies have I 
taken as an heritage for 
ever: for they are the 
rejoicing of my heart. 
Psalms 119:111

listen to some church 
services, worship music, 
or a podcast, or you can 
find anything on You-
Tube.
Lately, here is something 
else that comes to mind, 
Ephesians 1:3 (KJV) 
Blessed be the God and 
Father of our LORD Je-
sus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiri-
tual blessings in heaven-
ly places in Christ:
Because of that, we are 
adopted into their family.  
No generational curses 
here! We are redeemed! 
We are overcomers!  We 
have eternal life.  Death 
cannot stop us either.  
We have the ability, the 
persistence, the enthusi-
asm, the self-control, the 
desire, the specialized 
training, to fight the good 
fight of faith, holding on 
to eternal life, no matter 
where we need to go, 
professing boldly and 
freely the good news of 
the Gospel. What a way 
to get motivated, to be 
encouraged, knowing we 
have victory!
That we do not have 
to have this heaviness 
on us, we can break 
through. This message 
is to help strengthen your 
awareness of fighting

your good fight of faith, 
grabbing tighter to eter-
nal life.  Having both the 
armor of God, cloaking 
yourself with the LORD 
Jesus, and receiving all 
spiritual gifts.  Plus, there 
are more than two peo-
ple here.  You know what 
that means? 
Jesus said in Matthew 
18:19-20 (KJV) Again 
I say unto you, That if 
two of you shall agree 
on earth as touching any 
thing that they shall ask, 
it shall be done for them 
of my Father which is in 
heaven.
20 For where two or three 
are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in 
the midst of them.
There is power in num-
bers, and Jesus is with 
us.  
Let’s come together in 
agreement to be more 
dependent upon Him 
with each passing day, 
acknowledging the good 
news of the Gospel to all 
who will listen.  
God does not want any-
one to be left behind.  
That is why we need to 
fight the good fight of 
faith, not only for us, but 
those who we come in 
contact with.
+ JESUS IS LORD +

From Page 4 ... desires, 
and satisfying its cravings.  
Do not be an Eve and be 
deceived.
Yet, there are times, 
where I feel like, I cannot 
activate the Armor of God, 
or open The Word, and 
put on the LORD Jesus 
Christ.   I cannot move 
and cannot do a thing. I 
have this heaviness on 
me, and all I can do is sit 
on the couch, eating sal-
sa and chips, and a box of 
chocolates.  
Jesus said this in John 
14:26 - But the Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall 
teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your re-
membrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you.
That is when the Holy 
Spirit pops things in my 
mind like Jeremiah 32:27 
(KJV) Behold, I am the 
LORD, the God of all 
flesh: is there anything too 
hard for me?
No, LORD, nothing is too 
hard for you.  So, since I 
am on the couch, feeding 
my face, maybe I should 
feed my mind by flip-
ping channels to some 
preaching or gospel mu-
sic shows.  Or get on my 
phone or computer and

FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT

ORLANDO, FL — In to-
day’s culture, where peo-
ple are bombarded with 
messages that encour-
age promiscuity, Liberty 
Counsel is encouraging 
Christians to take a public 
stand for purity. The 22nd 
annual Day of Purity is a 
campaign that encourages 
followers of Jesus Christ to 
wear white on February 14 
to publicly promote absti-
nence and inspire others 
to save sexual intimacy for 
marriage.
The Day of Purity is based 
on God’s Word that encour-
ages holiness and sexual 
purity. For example, First 
Corinthians 6:18-20 says, 
“Flee sexual immorality. 
Every other sin that a per-
son commits is outside the 
body, but the sexually im-
moral person sins against 
his own body. Or do you 
not know that your body is 
a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you have 
from God, and that you 
are not your own? For you 
have been bought for a 
price: therefore glorify God 
in your body.” 
While Hollywood and the 
media may encourage 
sexual activity without lim-
its, and that includes using 
pornography, practicing 
purity before marriage has 
spiritual, physical, emo-
tional and social benefits.  
Regarding the physical 
benefits, the benefits of ab-
stinence before marriage 
include preventing diseas-
es, pregnancies, and even 
abortions. On average,  
young people in the United 
States have sexual inter-
course for the first time at 
about age 17, but do not 
marry until their mid-20s. 
An estimated 19 million

new cases of sexual-
ly transmitted diseases 
(STDs) are diagnosed 
each year in the Unit-
ed States — almost half 
of them among young 
people age 15 to 24. In 
2020, unmarried women 
accounted for 86 percent 
of all abortions. Young 
women under 15 years 
obtained .2 percent of all 
2020 abortions, women 
15–19 years accounted 
for 8.2 percent, women 
20-24 years account-
ed for 27.9 percent, and 
women 25-29 years ac-
counted for 29.3 percent. 
Regarding the emotional 
and social benefits of pu-
rity, research has shown 
that couples who delay 
sexual intimacy until their 
wedding night have more 
stability in their marriag-
es and are less likely 
to divorce than couples 
who have premarital sex. 
In fact, as cited in “The 
Handbook of Sexuality 
in Close Relationships,” 
when love and commit-
ment is expressed after a 
couple becomes sexually 
involved, “the experience 
is perceived as a nega-
tive turning point, evoking 
regret, uncertainty, dis-
comfort, and prompting 
apologies.”
Liberty Counsel Vice 
President of Media and 
International Director for 
the Day of Purity Holly 
Meade said, “The Day of 
Purity is an opportunity 
for Christians to take a 
stand for purity and pub-
licly communicate they 
will not be influenced by 
Hollywood’s images and 
sexual temptations. In 
today’s culture, we are 
constantly bombarded

with messages luring 
us to become sexually 
active at a young age 
and to experiment with 
sexual preferences. 
However, research con-
firms that practicing pu-
rity before marriage has 
spiritual, physical, emo-
tional, and social ben-
efits. We as the church 
must stand up and be 
an example as God has 
called us to be.” 
“However, participating 
in previous sexual inti-
macy does not exempt 
someone from this spe-
cial campaign. Jesus 
Christ always offers for-
giveness and provides a 
clean start.  Therefore, I 
encourage all single be-
lievers to wear white on 
February 14 and take a 
public stand for purity,” 
said Meade.
Learn more at dayofpu-
rity.org and on Face-
book.
email media@LC.org.

Jesus saved me
Billions of Thanks, Dearest Jesus, for Saving Me.

By Rev. Dr. Samuel Massey | samueljohnmiracle@gmail.com

Take a Stand for Purity

An adventure into the Supernatural
This is a book with a message. A 
walk into the supernatural. The 
story shows how some families 
have trails of chronic sickness, 
depression anger, habits of booze 
and drugs, suicide attempts and 
tiredness constantly. These are 
not brought on necessarily by emo-
tions. There is something sinister 
and evil in the background, it's a 
battle between angels who fight evil 
spirits with bolts of lightning and de-
mons fighting for the souls of men. 
The story follows four families three 
generations to see how demons 
are passed from one to another. It 
reads like a movie. 

SCAN  ►
Buy at Amazon:

www.authorchriskline.com
941 7762 531 
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ness and keep him hum-
ble. We pray he hears 
from Your Holy Spirit 
only. 
We also lift up our ICE 
agents and our police, 
and we ask for their pro-
tection as they clean out 
elements who do not be-
long here. 
Lord, deliver our country 
from the coming storm. 
Grant our leaders’ mer-
cy so they will be able 
to continue to serve you 
and lead our country. 
Show our leaders their 
own hearts and lead 
them into repentance. 
Grant them favor once 
again. 
We pray also for any new 
leaders that come on 
board for our government 
to be Godly and serve 
with wisdom and integri-
ty. We ask You to clean 
out any who do not have 
the right motives and are 
against our country. We 
ask that every plot of the 
enemy be exposed and 
Your will to be done for 
our country. 
According to Luke 12:2, 
"For there is nothing cov-
ered that will not be re-
vealed, nor hidden that 
will not be known." 
Proclamation: What is 
whispered in private 
rooms or done in secret 
will eventually be "pro-
claimed on the house-
tops".  Expose the Ene-
mies from within our own 
government and bring 
correction. 
We ask for your contin-
ued mercy and protection 
over President Trump 
and over our country, 
and we ask that Your will 
be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Amen.

Christ by serving others.
As a Christian commu-
nity, we are called to 
“weep with them that
weep” and to uphold our 
brothers and sisters in 
prayer during moments 
like these.
“Precious in the sight of 
the Lord is the death of 
his saints.”
— Psalm 116:15 (KJV)
Continuing in Prayer
Agape Flights has stated 
that as verified informa-
tion becomes available, 
appropriate updates will 
be released. Until then, 
they ask for continued 
prayer, grace, and un-
derstanding.
He’s Alive News joins the 
broader Body of Christ 
in praying for comfort, 
strength, and peace for 
the families of the pilots, 
for the Agape Flights 
staff, and for all who 
have been impacted by 
this heartbreaking loss.

Editor’s Note — He’s 
Alive News
This article is based on 
information released by 
Agape Flights, local re-
porting from the Venice 
area, and direct commu-
nication with the Agape 
Flights office. With full 
permission, we are shar-
ing the official video up-
date from Agape Flights 
below for readers who 
wish to hear directly from 
ministry leadership.
Official Agape Flights 
Update (YouTube):

Facebook Page: Agape 
Flights

for Agape Flights over the 
years. 
Agape Flights Responds 
with Prayer and Trust in 
God
In official communica-
tions, Agape Flights re-
quested prayer for the 
pilots’ families and for 
the entire Agape Flights 
family during what they 
described as an “incred-
ibly difficult time.” They 
also respectfully asked 
for privacy as loved ones 
navigate this season with 
courage and grace.
In a video update released 
on February 6, Agape 
Flights leadership shared 
that while the cause of the 
aircraft’s disappearance 
is not yet known, the min-
istry is united in grief and 
prayer. They emphasized 
that even in sorrow, their 
faith remains their anchor.
Leaders reaffirmed their 
trust in God, quoting 
Scripture and reminding 
supporters that although 
His ways are not always 
understood, He remains 
faithful. They stressed 
that names and addi-
tional details are being 
withheld out of respect 
for the families and for 
privacy considerations.
Local Operations Paused 
for Prayer
According to Agape repre-
sentatives, the team at the 
Venice operations cen-
ter gathered together in 
prayer as they processed 
the news. Ministry leaders 
expressed gratitude for 
the outpouring of support 
and emphasized the need 
for prayer during this time.
Their message to support-
ers was clear: trust in God, 
stand together, and contin-
ue lifting the families and 
ministry before the Lord.
A Time to Stand with the 
Body of Christ
This loss reminds us that 
gospel work—especially 
in difficult regions—often  
comes with great sacrifice. 
The pilots aboard N316AF 
were not merely flying an 
aircraft; they were serving 

A tragic aviation incident 
involving Agape Flights, 
a Christian nonprofit 
based at the Venice Mu-
nicipal Airport, has sent 
shockwaves through the 
faith and missions com-
munity—especially here 
at home.
On the afternoon of Feb-
ruary 5, 2026, Agape 
Flights lost contact with 
one of its aircraft, an Em-
braer 110 Bandeirante 
(tail number N316AF), 
while it was flying over 
the mountainous region 
near Jérémie, Haiti. The 
aircraft was on mission 
service as part of Agape 
Flights’ long-standing 
work delivering supplies 
and support to ministries 
throughout Haiti, the Do-
minican Republic, Cuba, 
and the Bahamas.
Agape Flights officials 
confirmed that, after ra-
dar contact was lost, 
an extensive overnight 
search-and-rescue oper-
ation was launched. On 
February 6, the aircraft 
was located in the moun-
tains of Haiti. With deep 
sorrow, the ministry an-
nounced that they do not 
believe there were any 
survivors.
A Ministry Built on Ser-
vice and Faith
Founded and headquar-
tered in Venice, Flori-
da, Agape Flights has 
served for decades as a 
lifeline for missionaries 
and relief efforts across 
the Caribbean. The min-
istry is widely known for 
its rapid response during 
natural disasters, includ-
ing earthquakes and hur-
ricanes, often reaching 
remote areas that are 
otherwise inaccessible.
This tragedy is especial-
ly close to home for our 
region, as Agape Flights 
operates less than an 
hour from where He’s 
Alive News is published 
and distributed. Many lo-
cal churches, ministries, 
and individuals have 
partnered with or prayed

in. Let everything done 
in darkness be exposed 
to your glorious light. We 
bind the spiritual forces 
that whisper in President 
Trump's ear, and We 
pray that he would know 
your voice and follow no 
other; that he would rec-
ognize the voice of the 
enemy. 
We pray he does not 
succumb to ungodly 
counsel. Keep him from 
temptation and deliver 
him from evil. 
We ask You to loose an-
gels into the White House 
and wherever President 
Trump goes.  
We plead the blood of 
Jesus over him and ask 
for your protection. We 
pray any assassin will be 
discovered, seen, and 
killed before he is able to 
act. 
We also ask for protec-
tion for President Trump’s 
family and all those who 
love and serve him and 
our country. We pray he 
makes the right deci-
sions concerning tariffs. 
We lift up the Supreme 
Court justices and ask 
that you grant them wis-
dom also in their upcom-
ing decisions. 
We pray President Ma-
cron does not join forces 
with Russia and bring 
harm to the USA. We 
pray there will be no 
boots on the ground, no 
draft, and no war. 
We pray countries will 
not veer away from the 
US dollar and that our 
economy will continue 
to hold. Praying Your will 
concerning Thailand. 
Grant JD Vance wis-
dom. Gerd against 
d o u b l e - m i n d e d

Lord God, We lift up 
President Trump to You, 
God. We ask for You to 
have mercy on our pres-
ident. 
We repent for the spirit of 
pride that has come over 
him. We repent as well 
for our pride, individually 
and as a nation. We con-
fess that many times we 
have looked to President 
Trump to save our coun-
try instead of primarily 
looking to you. 
You are our God. You 
place leaders in place, 
and you remove them. 
We thank You that You 
have saved his life two 
times and more than we 
probably know. But now, 
because he has seem-
ingly become too big in 
his own eyes You have 
chosen to withdraw your 
hand of protection from 
him.  
We ask that you grant 
President Trump repen-
tance and humility. 
Holy Spirit, draw him 
close to you at this time. 
We ask You to open his 
spiritual eyes and open 
his spiritual ears to know 
Your will. 
We ask you to grant him 
the wisdom of Solomon. 
Help him to hear your 
voice, Holy Spirit, and 
grant him the knowledge 
he needs to save our 
country. Help him to see 
the error of his ways. 
We know there are ene-
mies of the US and also 
enemies of Your King-
dom in the White House. 
Bring forth the whistle 
blowers and protect them 
and their families and 
their reputation.
We ask You to expose 
the Enemies from with

Let’s Agree Together for 
These Needing Prayer

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and 
by the word of their testimony.”  — Revelation 12:11

Prayer For President Trump
And Our Nation

By Robin Art
Agape Flights Aircraft Lost in Haiti: 
Christian Aviation Ministry Mourns 

Tragic Loss
Picture is taken from 
it's Facebook
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Every February 14th, 
store shelves overflow 
with cards, chocolates, 
flowers, and romantic slo-
gans. Hearts and cherubs 
dominate advertisements, 
and the day is widely pro-
moted as a celebration 
of romantic love. Yet few 
people today realize that 
Valentine’s Day did not 
begin as a celebration 
of romance at all.
Its origins lie not in Cupid, 
greeting cards, or com-
mercial affection—but 
in the martyrdom of a 
Christian believer who 
gave his life for obedience 
to Christ.
Who Was St. Valentine?
The historical record sur-
rounding Saint Valentine 
is not as clear-cut as many 
modern retellings sug-
gest. Early Christian and 
Roman records indicate 
that there may have been 
more than one Christian 
martyr named Valentine 
who lived during the third 
century.
Most accounts point to ei-
ther:
•A priest in Rome, or
•A bishop of Terni,
Both of whom were ex-
ecuted under the reign 
of Emperor Claudius II 
during a time of intense 
persecution against 
Christians.
What is consistent across 
the accounts is this: Val-
entine was executed for 
his Christian faith.
Christianity was illegal, 
and believers who re-
fused to worship Roman 
gods or recognize Caesar 
as divine were viewed as 
enemies of the state. Val-
entine’s ministry—wheth-
er as a priest or bish-
op—included caring for 
persecuted believers and 
upholding Christian con-

victions that directly op-
posed imperial authori-
ty.
For this, he was arrest-
ed and ultimately exe-
cuted around A.D. 269.
Martyrdom, Not Ro-
mance
The early Church re-
membered Valentine as 
a martyr, not a roman-
tic icon. His death was 
commemorated as a 
testimony of faithfulness 
to Christ under perse-
cution, similar to many 
other early Christian 
martyrs.
There is no solid his-
torical evidence that 
Valentine’s execution 
was related to romance, 
courtship, or emotional 
love as we understand it 
today. Those ideas de-
veloped centuries later 
and are not central to 
the original Christian re-
membrance.
The Prison Letter: His-
tory or Legend?
One of the most popular 
Valentine’s Day stories 
claims that while im-
prisoned, Valentine be-
friended—or fell in love 
with—a young woman, 
sometimes described 
as the jailer’s daughter. 
According to legend, he 
healed her blindness 
and, before his execu-
tion, sent her a note 
signed “from your Val-
entine.”
While this story is wide-
ly repeated, it is import-
ant to be clear:
It cannot be verified by 
early historical sourc-
es.
Most historians consid-
er this account a lat-
er medieval legend, 
likely created to give a 
personal and emotional 
narrative to Valentine’s

God’s truth and re-
minds you of who you 
are in Christ.
Visit Gracefully-
Blooming.com, scan:

to read inspiring blog 
posts, explore month-
ly themes like for-
giveness, love, and 
faith, and find tools 
designed to help you

Remembering the Mar-
tyr—Not the Myth
Rather than encouraging 
the celebration of Val-
entine’s Day as it exists 
today, believers would 
do better to remember 
the faith, courage, and 
sacrifice of the martyr—
or martyrs—named Val-
entine, who stood firm in 
Christ even unto death.
Valentine’s Day did not 
begin with romance.
It did not begin with my-
thology.
It did not begin with com-
merce.
It began with persecu-
tion—and faithfulness 
unto death.
That is the legacy worth 
remembering.
Eph 5:11 And have no fel-
lowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them.
+ JESUS IS LORD! +

Pastoral Commentary: A 
Call for Discernment
Christians are not com-
manded to observe cul-
tural holidays—especial-
ly those rooted in pagan 
symbolism and secular 
distortion. While believ-
ers may choose how 
they personally approach 
February 14th, Scripture 
calls us to discernment.
The modern celebration 
of Valentine’s Day:
•Promotes pagan imag-
ery
•Commercializes emo-
tion
•Often glorifies sensuali-
ty over holiness
For these reasons, 
Christians should not 
participate in the modern 
holiday as it is com mon-
ly practiced.
This does not require 
hostility—but it does re-
quire clarity.

Christian practices:
•Romantic greeting cards 
and gift exchanges
•Heart imagery rooted in 
medieval symbolism
•Commercialized expres-
sions of emotional or sen-
sual love
These traditions devel-
oped long after the martyr-
dom of Valentine and do 
not reflect Christian the-
ology or discipleship.
Christian Love vs. Cul-
tural Love
Scripture defines love not 
as emotional indulgence, 
but as sacrifice and obe-
dience:
“Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his 
friends.”
— John 15:13 (KJV)
That verse—not Cupid, 
cards, or candy—best re-
flects the life and death of 
St. Valentine.

supported, Graceful-
ly Blooming is here 
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season.
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flourish spiritually and 
emotionally.
Follow along on Ins-
tagram: _graceful-
lyblooming_ for dai-
ly encouragement, 
scripture graphics, 
and a community that 
celebrates growth, 
healing, and bloom-
ing into your God-giv-
en identity.
Whether you’re seek-
ing a quiet moment 
of encouragement, a 
deeper understand-
ing of God’s love, or a 
place to feel seen and

death. While it may re-
flect Christian compas-
sion and kindness, it 
should not be treated 
as established fact, nor 
should it be used to jus-
tify modern romantic 
customs.
Christian remembrance 
must be grounded in 
truth—not sentimental-
ity.
Where Did the Ro-
mance Come From?
The romantic associa-
tions of Valentine’s Day 
emerged much later, 
particularly during the 
Middle Ages. Writers 
such as Geoffrey Chau-
cer helped popularize 
the idea of February 
14th as a day for lovers, 
linking it poetically to the 
mating season of birds.
Over time, poetry re-
placed martyrdom, and 
symbolism replaced 
faith.
The Pagan Roots of 
Cupid
One of the most recog-
nizable symbols of mod-
ern Valentine’s Day is 
Cupid—the winged child 
with a bow and arrow. 
Cupid has no Christian 
origin.
He comes from Ro-
man mythology and is 
derived from Cupid, 
known as Eros in Greek 
mythology. He was be-
lieved to cause people 
to fall in love by shoot-
ing them with enchanted 
arrows.
This imagery is entire-
ly pagan and bears no 
relationship to biblical 
love, Christian sacrifice, 
or the gospel of Christ.
Other Secular Tradi-
tions
Many  modern Valen-
tine's Day customs are 
cultural inventions, not
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is not in systems, statis-
tics, or speculation, but 
faith in the finished work 
of Christ.
A Final Encouragement
Be informed.
Be wise.
But above all, have faith 
in God.
The same God who 
saved, healed, and de-
livered in Scripture still 
protects His people 
today. As we dwell in 
Him, stand on His Word, 
and trust in His covenant 
promises, we can walk in 

“The Lord is my refuge 
and my fortress: my God; 
in him will I trust.”
— Psalm 91:2 (KJV)

peace—not panic.
Heb. 13:8 Jesus Christ 
the same yesterday, and 
to day, and for ever.

In recent years, reports 
of emerging viruses have 
become common in glob-
al news cycles. One virus 
that occasionally appears 
in international health 
reports is the Nipah vi-
rus. While awareness is 
wise, fear is not. As be-
lievers, we are called to 
be informed—but firmly 
grounded in faith and 
covenant truth, never 
fear.
What Is the Nipah Vi-
rus?
The Nipah virus is a rare 
but serious viral illness 
first identified in the late 
1990s. It is classified as a 
zoonotic virus, meaning it 
can be transmitted from 
animals to humans.
The virus is most com-
monly associated with 
fruit bats, which are con-
sidered its natural host. 
Transmission to humans 
has occurred through:
•Direct contact with in-
fected animals
•Consumption of food 
contaminated by infected 
animals
•Close contact with in-
fected individuals in cer-
tain settings
Outbreaks have been 
limited geographically 
and do not spread eas-
ily through casual con-
tact. While symptoms 
can include fever, respi-
ratory issues, or neuro-
logical complications, 
outbreaks have histori-
cally been localized and 
containable.
Why Awareness Mat-
ters
Awareness allows peo-
ple to:
•Practice good hygiene
•Avoid known high-risk 
exposures
•Follow reasonable 
health guidance when 
traveling or working in af-
fected regions
Awareness is not panic.
Preparedness is not fear.
“For God hath not given 
us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind.”
— 2 Timothy 1:7 (KJV)
A Higher Truth for Be-
lievers
While the world often re-
sponds to disease with 
anxiety and uncertainty, 
Christians live under 
a different covenant—
one established through 
the blood of Jesus Christ.

Jesus did not merely ad-
dress sin at the cross; He 
also addressed sick-
ness and disease.
Prophetic before the 
cross:
“Surely he hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our 
sorrows… and with his 
stripes we are healed.” 
— Isaiah 53:4–5 (KJV)
After the cross fulfilled:
“Who his own self bare 
our sins in his own body 
on the tree… by whose 
stripes ye were healed.”
— 1 Peter 2:24 (KJV)
Healing and protection 
are not wishful thinking 
for believers—they are 
covenant rights pur-
chased at Calvary.
The Blood of Jesus and 
Divine Protection
Scripture consistently 
reveals that the blood 
is a point of protection 
for God’s people. Just 
as Israel was preserved 
during the plagues of 
Egypt through obedience 
and faith, believers today 
stand under the protec-
tion of Christ’s blood.
“When I see the blood, I 
will pass over you.”
— Exodus 12:13 (KJV)
The blood of Jesus 
speaks a better word—of 
redemption, protection, 
and life.
Psalm 91: God’s Prom-
ise for Times Like These
Few scriptures speak 
more clearly to times of 
uncertainty than Psalm 
91. This psalm is not a 
poetic hope—it is a di-
vine promise.
“Surely he shall deliver 
thee from the snare of 
the fowler, and from the 
noisome pestilence.”
— Psalm 91:3 (KJV)
“There shall no evil befall 
thee, neither shall any 
plague come nigh thy 
dwelling.”
— Psalm 91:10 (KJV)
God does not promise 
a fear-free world—but 
He does promise divine 
protection to those who 
trust in Him.
Faith Does Not Ignore 
Wisdom
Walking in faith does not 
mean ignoring practical 
wisdom. Scripture en-
courages both trust in 
God and responsible liv-
ing.
“The prudent man fore-
seeth the evil, and hideth 
himself: but the simple 
pass on, and are pun-
ished.”
— Proverbs 22:3 (KJV)
Christians can:
•Stay informed without 
obsession
•Practice good hygiene 
without fear
•Follow practical health 
guidance without surren-
dering faith
Faith and wisdom are 
partners—not enemies.
Our Confidence Re-
mains in Christ
Viruses may come and 
go. News headlines may 
rise and fall. But Jesus

Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and 
forever.  The world is 
controlled by fear, the 
Church is controlled by 
faith in the Lord Jesus 
finished work.
“Bless the Lord… who 
forgiveth all thine iniqui-
ties; who healeth all thy 
diseases.”
— Psalm 103:2–3 (KJV)
Believers do not deny 
there is sickness and dis-
ease, but we deny it the 
right to our bodies, and 
we refuse fear. Our trust 
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